6                       THE   WARDHA   SCHEME

The main reason for the disappearance of
these village schools was the break-up of the village
system under the British rule. An English author
describing the conditions in India writes :

"In every Hindu village which has retained
its old form, I am assured that the children
are generally able to read, write and cipher,
but where we have swept away the village
system, as in Bengal, there the village school
has also disappeared."1

The year 1835 was the turning point in the
history of Indian education
^en Macaulay, who was the
Law member of the Governor
General's council, minuted -strongly in favour of
the adoption of English as the medium of instruc-
tion. In his Minute of 18 3 5, he altogether ignored
the high intellectual and spiritual value of Oriental
literature when he said :

"I have no knowledge of either Sanskrit or
Arabic. But I have done what I could to
form a correct estimate of their value. I

1 Ludlow, History of British India^  cited in  India by
J. Keif Hatdie p. 5.